
 
 

 

TN State Specific Policies  
  

Communicable Disease Reporting Guidelines  

A complete list of reportable excludable communicable diseases, can be found at:   

2023-Provider-list.pdf (tn.gov)  

  

Influenza Information Notification  

PUBLIC CHAPTER 687 requires the Department of Human Services and the Department of Health to 

work  

together to educate parents of children in child care agencies regarding the importance of immunizing 

their children against influenza. The Department of Human Services works with child care agencies to 

ensure that this information is distributed annually to parents in August or September.  

  

By signing this parent handbook, I/we acknowledge that we have received information on the 

importance of immunizing children against influenza.  

  

24-Hour State Child Abuse Hotline  

For complaints regarding possible child abuse or neglect, call the Child Abuse/Neglect Hotline toll free 

number: 1-877-237-0004 or make a report online: Report Child Abuse (tn. gov)  

  

Department’s Summary of Licensing Requirements  

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/human-

services/documents/Licensing%20Summary%20Requirements.pdf  

  

Personal Safety Curriculum Notification  

Since 1985, Tennessee law has required that children in child care agencies receive annual instruction in 

personal safety, including child sexual abuse prevention. The personal safety curriculum shall include a 

Tennessee Department of Human Services (TDHS) recognized component on the prevention of child 

abuse.   

  

Public Chapter 1032 passed by the General Assembly in 2008 requires that child care agencies have a 

personal safety curriculum, including a child sexual abuse component, for children enrolled in the agency, 

and that parents/legal guardians be informed about the curriculum, methods and terminology that will 

be used in teaching children about personal safety. TDHS was directed to provide guidelines for this 

curriculum, but individual child care agencies may choose a curriculum that accomplishes the same goal, 

and may use different terminology in the curriculum. The child care agency is required to allow 

parents/legal guardians to review and ask questions about the curriculum, and to meet with 

representatives of the child care agency if they have questions.   

  

In addition, the child care agency must obtain from parents/legal guardians a form acknowledging that 

they have been notified of the child sexual abuse/personal safety curriculum being used by the child 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/health/documents/reportable-diseases/2023-Provider-list.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/dcs/program-areas/child-safety/reporting/child-abuse.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/human-services/documents/Licensing%20Summary%20Requirements.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/human-services/documents/Licensing%20Summary%20Requirements.pdf


 
 

 

care agency in which the child is enrolled. A copy of the form is required to be maintained in the child’s 

record.   

“Keeping Kids Safe” is the sample personal safety curriculum offered by TDHS. This curriculum takes a 

holistic approach to the safety of children. The curriculum is composed of the following units: Self 

Esteem, Family & Friends, Feelings, Problem Solving, Personal Safety (general) and Personal Safety (four 

to five (4- 5) year olds), and Safety Around Me. All sessions begin with group time and are followed by 

supplemental activities that give children additional practice in understanding the concepts. The 

curriculum uses hand puppets to serve as a group motivator and to introduce the stories. Together staff 

and parents decide what terminology to use when referring to the genitals, either the correct anatomical 

terms or the general term “private body parts” as specified below.   

  

The personal safety curriculum used by our center will be:   

  

“Keeping Kids Safe” is the personal safety curriculum used by our child care agency.   

  

Our agency uses another personal safety curriculum described below:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

For all personal safety curriculum, please provide the sample anatomical terminology to be used:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

The instructional materials used in the agency personal safety curriculum are available for review by the 

parents or legal guardians.   

  

By signing this parent handbook, I/we acknowledge that we have been provided an opportunity to 

review the center’s personal safety curriculum, and have been notified of the sexual abuse/personal 

safety curriculum for our child/children.  

  

Some child care providers use the “Keeping Kids Safe” personal safety curriculum. This sample 

curriculum provided by TDHS can be reviewed here:  https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/human-  

services/ documents/keeping_kids_safe_content_updated_wdraft_cover.pdf  
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